Washington State Residency Requirements for Tuition and Fee Purposes

Bellevue College students who are classified as non-residents at the time of their admission may be eligible to establish residency for tuition and fee purposes.  Students must be able to document their “intent” to establish Washington as their permanent domicile (residence) at least twelve (12) months prior to the start of the quarter for which they are applying.  Questionnaires and supporting documentation will be accepted up to the 30th calendar day of the quarter.  Documentation required to make a decision must be submitted by the 30th calendar day of the quarter. Documents received after  the 30th day will be considered for the following quarter.  If non-resident tuition was paid, and the request is approved, the difference in tuition will be refunded.  Appeals of the college decision are handled through the office of the Vice President of Student Services.  Any decisions rendered by that office are final.

To apply for resident status, the following are REQUIRED:
 The attached college and university Residence Questionnaire.  It is essential that the questionnaire be filled out completely and legibly.  Failure to do so may delay a decision on your behalf.  Establish whether you will be applying as a financially independent or dependent student.  Please note: spouses do not quality as “dependents” for residency purposes.  

If independent, complete both sides of the questionnaire and provide copies of all the documents listed below.  

If dependent, complete the front side of the questionnaire; have your parent or legal guardian complete the reverse side and provide copies of all documents listed below.  Please note: “legal guardian” requires court documents for verification.

 For non-citizen students, immigrant status must be confirmed prior to establishing Washington state resident status.  Therefore, non-citizen independent students must provide a copy of one of the following: their Resident Alien Card, front and back; I-94 Departure Record stamped with either “temporary I-551”, “refugee” or “asylum” status; A, E, H, G, I K or L visa. The parent or legal guardian of a dependent non-citizen student must provide a copy of their immigrant document, not the student.
ADDITIONAL “REQUIRED” DOCUMENTS
	INDEPENDENT STUDENTS
	DEPENDENT STUDENTS

	Attach a copy of your income tax return for the last calendar year if you are 24 or younger.  If you did not file an income tax return or if the income reported on the return is below $10,000, provide documentation of your resources.
	Attach a copy of your parent(s)’ income tax return for the last calendar year (first & signature pages only); financial disclosure information for parents is not required and so may be “blocked out” if preferred.

	Attach proof of your presence in Washington for the past twelve months  (lease, home purchase agreement, letter from landlord).  
	Attach proof of your parent(s)’ presence in Washington for the past twelve months (lease, home purchase, letter from landlord).

	*If you were registered to vote in another state, attach a copy of your Washington State voter’s registration card that was issued at least twelve (12) months prior to the start of the quarter.
	*If your parents were registered to vote in another state, attach a copy of one parent’s Washington State voter’s registration card that was issued at least twelve (12) months prior to the start of the quarter.

	*Attach a copy of your Washington State driver’s license that was issued at least twelve (12) months prior to the start of the quarter.  
	*Attach a copy of one parent’s Washington State driver’s license that was issued at least twelve (12) months prior to the start of the quarter. 

	*If you own or use a vehicle, attach a copy of a Washington State vehicle registration that was issued at least twelve (12) months prior to the start of the quarter. 
	*If your parent(s) own a vehicle, attach a copy of their Washington State vehicle registration that was issued at least twelve (12) months prior to the start of the quarter. 

	Attach verification of your first day of employment in Washington. (Letter from employer or first pay stub).
	If other documents are less than 12 months old, provide proof of first day of employment in Washington.


All of the above-mentioned documents are the minimum required to make a residency decision.  Upon review, additional documentation may be required.  

 PRESUMPTION OF MOVE TO WASHINGTON FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES 

If you (or your parent/legal guardian) attended a Washington institution for more than six hours per semester or quarter any time during the twelve months in which you are establishing residency, state law presumes the move to the state to be primarily for educational purposes.  Therefore, the 12-month count will begin when ALL duties required of Washington residents have been completed.  Those duties are identified above by an (*).

Direct questions to: Shar Smelser at (425) 564-4143.
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